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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time.

First Reading. Job. 7: 1-4, 6-7.

About his life Job declares that it
1s hard and full of suffering. He
equals it to the life situation of a

hireling and a slave.

Second Reading. 1Cor. 9:
16-19, 22-23.

St. Paul speaks of his life. He 1s
quite clear that he should serve the
Lord at any cost. Though it is Paul himself who does everything, all honor and glory 1s to
be given to the Lord because it is the Lord who has called him.

Gospel. Mk. 1: 29-39.

Jesus calls men to serve his as Apostles. He cures the sick and cast out demons. The
people want Him to be with them. But Jesus is well aware of his mission. Therefore He

goes to the other towns too to preach the Good News.

Reflection.

Today's readings show us the importance of total dedication that we should have for the
Lord in our day to day lives. Whether we are called by our baptism or by a special call,
once we are in the world we should be totally committed to the Lord. We may go

through great suffering or our works may be unrewarded or we may be even tempted to




go our own way, the popular way; but if we are dedicated and are committed to the
Lord, He will be our master and the way. Our total commitment is to spread the good
News and to tell the people; God’s plans for them; and therefore make them accept the
will of god and be obedient to Him.

In today’s first reading Job complainingly speaks about the works that he has to do for
the lord. He equals it to the life of a hireling and a slave. His life is full of suffering and
pain. All this is because he is faithful to the Lord. Amidst all suffering and pain Job
remains committed and faithful to the Lord.

In today’s second reading St. Paul speaks about his own life. He is called directly by the
Risen Lord. As it is the Lord who has called him he has to do what the Lord wants him to
do. Therefore he cannot boast about himself and there is no visible reward as such for
him. But he is dedicated and is committed to the Lord. As a result he is satisfied to serve
the Lord to whom he has dedicated his life.

In the Gospel of today Jesus cures the sick and cast out demons. But this is not His main
mission. The possessed wanted to publicize Jesus in order to stop Him at as a miracle
worker; but Jesus stopped them. Then again we see how people want Jesus to stay with
them in order to cure their sick and to cast out the demons. Once again it's a temptation
to stop His mission at the stage of a miracle worker. But Jesus is dedicated and
committed to the Father. Therefore he goes out to the other towns in order to preach the
Good News. He could have performed lot of miracles and thereby could have become
popular. He could even have become a political leader or even a King but for Him His
mission is more important because He is committed to His Father.

Let us keep in mind that we too are dedicated and are committed to the Lord. Let no

suffering, rewardlessness nor temptations ever lead us away from the Lord’s mission.

Aid Story.
A widow brought up 6 children of her own and adopted 12others.
A lLady reporter: “How did you manage to raise all these children and do it so well?”
Widow: “It's very simple. You see 1 am in partnership. One day long ago, 1 said to God,;
Lord I'll do the work and you do the worrying. And 1 haven’t had to worry since.”

Aid Story2.
A father was approached by his small son, who told him proudly. “1 know what the Bible

means!”




His father smiled and said, “Well, what do you mean, you ‘Know’ what the Bible
means?”
“That's easy, Daddy it stands for “Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth.”

Fr. Ciswan De Croos.

Year of the Family.

The family is more sacred than the state, and men are begotten not for the earth and for

time, but for heaven and eternity.(Pope Pius XI)




